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DEPARTMENT FOR D/LOS 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS CB 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED INTERIM LEGISLATION ON DEEP SEABED MINING AND 
200-MILE FISHERIES ZONE 

REF: STATE 193107 REPEATING CARACAS 8544 

GKR, GIVEN THE REALITIES OF THE WAR AND ITS WEAKENED POSITION, 
COULD NOT REALISTICALLY HOPE TO ASSERT UNILATERALLY 200 MILE 
FISHERIES AND SEABED CLAIM AND MAKE IT STICK. ALTHOUGH UNDER 
IDEAL CONDITIONS IT MIGHT WISH TO DO SO. HOWEVER, GKR WOULD 
CERTAINLY VIEW WITH CONSIDERABLE ALARM THE EFFECT SUCH ACTIONS 
BY THE U.S. COULD EASILY HAVE ON ITS MORE POWERFUL NEIGHBORS, 
THAILAND AND SOUTH VIETNAM, WHO MIGHT WELL BE TEMPTED TO 
EXPAND THEIR CLAIMS EVEN FURTHER INTO DISPUTED GULF OF SAIM 
WATERS. ACCORDINTLY, WE ESTIMATE THAT THE GKR REACTION TO THE 
LEGISLATION DESCRIBED REFTEL WOULD BE DISTINCTLY UNFAVORABLE. 
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